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The present invention provides a process for continuous production of cheese products in which: a) an 
essentially homogeneous liquid product stream is produced from the starting materials necessary to 
produce the cheese product; b) the liquid product stream is, if desired, subjected to heat treatment; c) the 
product stream is, if desired, cooled down to a temperature suited for setting viscosity; d) the viscosity of 
the liquid product stream is set to a desired value by directing all or part of the product stream through a 
closed circulation system, at least at the beginning of the process, and in the process, subjecting it to a 
shear force; and e) the product stream is diverted from the circulation system and, after any desired 
further treatment and/or interim storage is removed as a finished product. 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 

1. Claims >. 1-40 Process and apparatus for setting of the 

viscosity of a Liquid cheese product by a 
shearing action on the product stream inside 
a closed circulation system 

2* Claims: 41-44 Method of determining the viscosity of a 

liquid stream by measuring the pressure drop 
of the liquid in a measuring path under condi- 
tions of constant temperature and constant flew 
rate 

The problem underlying the present invention is to provide 
a process and system for the correct setting of the viscosity 
of a liquid cheese product during the continuous production ot" 
cheese products . 

The solution proposed in claims 1-27 (process) and claims 28-40 
(apparatus) consists in the setting of the viscosity of the 
liquid cheese product by a shearing action on the product stream 
inside a closed circulation system » 

The subject-matter of claims 41-44 concerns a method of 
determining the viscosity of a liquid stream by measuring the 
pressure drop of the liquid in a measuring path under conditions 
of constant temperature and constant flow rate. This subject- 
matter does not form a solution to the above identified problem 
but to a different problem/ namely providing a suitable method 
to measure the viscosity of a liquid stream. 

The technical feature which links the sub ject- mart er of claims 
1-40 and 41-4 4 respectively ("special technical feature") is the 
provision of a continuous flow of a liquid. 

This technical feature is generally known in food technology e.g. 
in the continuous sterilisation processes of liquid milk products 
and hence cannot longer link the solutions proposed in claims 
1-40 and 41-4 4 respectively. 

Consequently the present application lacks a single general 
inventive concept in the sense of Rule 13 PCT. 
Each of the inventions listed is a distinct invention, 
characterised by its own special technical feature, defining the 
contribution which each of the claimed inventions, considered 
as a whale r makes over the prior art- 

Searching these different subjects would have caused major 

additional searching efforts. 

Only the first subject was searched* 
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